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A SPIDER  WEB OF POLITICAL POWER  AND 
INFLUENCE  

 
HOW A VAST NETWORK OF ALLIES HELP S THE N JEA DOMINATE NEW 

JERSEY POLITICS  
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION  
 
Meet Deborah Cornavaca.   
 
Cornavaca is currently Governor Murphyôs Deputy Chief of Staff for Outreach.  
Cornavaca is also the living embodiment of a vast, interconnected network of public 
sector unions, progressive advocacy groups and other allies that reaches every corner of 
New Jersey ï a veritable spider web of political power and influence.  At the center of 
this spider web sits the New Jersey Education Association  (NJEA) , the largest 
and most powerful public sector union ï and special interest - in the state.  It was from 
the NJEA ï where Cornavaca ran the NJEAôs Members4Murphy campaign ï that 
Cornavaca jumped to Murphyôs staff. 
 
As Deputy Chief of Staff, Cornavaca was famously caught on tape rallying the members 
of the progressive activist group Action Together New Jersey  to push back on 
Senate president Steve Sweeneyôs ñPath for Progressò plan to address the New Jerseyôs 
massive unfunded pension liabilities.  On the call, Cornavaca was identified as a 
ñlongtime memberò of Action Together who was ñspeaking to fellow activists and 
organizers.ò  Of note, despite her government appointment  to serve of the cit izens of 
New Jersey, Cornavaca made clear where her true loyalties lie: ñ[I] shouldnôt hide that 
Iôm a unionist through and through.ò1  Exactly as hoped by the NJEA, we can be sure.   
 
True to her words, Cornavacaôs career is a case study of NJEA-backed political 
organizing in New Jersey.  Appropriately recognized as an ñorganizing expertò by the 
governorsô office,2  Cornavacaôs political skills have been employed across the spectrum 
of the organizations and coalitions that make up the NJEAôs network of allies.  Along the 
way, she has progressed from field organizer to leadership positions to executive office 
roles, always in the service of the NJEAôs agenda: fighting charter schools with Save 
Our Schools , resisting school choice in Newark, organizing against PARCC in 
Montclair and ensuring maximum NJEA member support for Murphy .  It was a logical 
next step to progress from the NJEA to the governorôs staff.   
 

 
1 .ǊŜƴǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ άaǳǊǇƘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŀƭƭƛŜǎ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǊƛǾŀƭΣέ bW !ŘǾŀƴŎŜ 
Media for NJ.com, January 24, 2019, https://www.nj.com/politics/2019/01/top-murphy-aide-tells-activists-how-
to-fight-steve-sweeneys-economic-plan-it-wont-help-top-dems-relationship.html.  
2 State of Neǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΣ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΣ ά{ŜƴƛƻǊ {ǘŀŦŦΣέ nj.gov, https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff/.  

https://www.nj.com/politics/2019/01/top-murphy-aide-tells-activists-how-to-fight-steve-sweeneys-economic-plan-it-wont-help-top-dems-relationship.html
https://www.nj.com/politics/2019/01/top-murphy-aide-tells-activists-how-to-fight-steve-sweeneys-economic-plan-it-wont-help-top-dems-relationship.html
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff/
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In 2011 and 2012, Cornavaca was a political organizer for Save Our Schools , the 
grassroots parentsô group with strong ties to the NJEA and a leading voice against 
charter schools in the state.3  In 2013, she joined the leadership of the Badass 
Teachers As sociation  ï a more militant wing of the teachers union movement - even 
though she was not a teacher.  By 2014, Cornavaca joined the NJEA-funded Working 
Families Alliance , where she was the campaign coordinator for the Better Choices 
for New Jersey  coalitio n and on the Steering Committee of the Healthy Schools 
Now campaign.4  The NJEA supports both organizations.  She eventually became 
Legislative Director for Working Families Alliance.  
 
Notably, while working for Working Families Alliance , Cornavaca provided a glimpse 
int o how Working Families Alliance operates with allied groups.  In 2014, Cornavaca 
was involved in the Newark Education Organizing  movement, in which the NJEA 
also participated.  Cornavaca, the professional political organizer, acted as a 
spokesperson for the NPS Boycott4Freedom movement, which was boycotting 
Superintendent Cami Andersonôs One Newark plan.  Described as a ñNewark parentò in 
news accounts, which she was not, Cornavaca spoke for the parentsô group as if she 
actually were a Newark parent: ñWe  have decided to escalate our  actions to a boycott 
because we  cannot continue to let the state and the superintendent disregard our  lived 
experience and endanger the lives of our  children [emphasis added].ò5  She also 
appeared to be working with Newark parentsô group People Unified for Local 
School Education (another NJEA-backed group) by coordinating food supplies to 
support the boycott.6  
 
About the same time in 2014, Cornavaca was listed as a member of Montclair Cares 
About Schools (MCAS) , an anti-standardized testing (PARCC) ñparentsô groupò in 
Montclair - along with at least two other Newark political organizers. 7  Of course, as in 
Newark, she was not a Montclair parent and her involvement in MCAS was surely as a 
political organizer.   
 
By 2015, Cornavaca had joined the NJEA  as a political organizer where she remained 
until she went to work on the governorôs staff.  Apparently while at NJEA, Cornavaca 

 
3 WƻƘƴ aƻƻƴŜȅΣ άh{! /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ .Ŝ ŀ [ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ wƻŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅΣέ bW {ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нмΣ нлммΣ 
https://njspotlight.com/2011/11/11-1121-0248/.  
4 ¢ƘŜ .ƭƻƻƳŦƛŜƭŘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά! ¢ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ CƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΣέ .ƭƻƻƳŦƛŜƭŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
March 27, 2014, http://www.brookdalehsa.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/A-Town-Hall-Forum-for-Parents-
March-27.pdf.  
5 Cornavaca is a long-time resident of East Brunswick and there is no evidence she has lived anywhere else in New 
WŜǊǎŜȅΦ WǳƭƛŀƴƴŜ IƛƴƎΣ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ .ƻȅŎƻǘǘ ƻŦ bŜǿŀǊƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ hǾŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ wŜŦƻǊƳ tƭŀƴΣέ /ƻƭƻǊƭƛƴŜǎΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
27, 2014, https://www.colorlines.com/articles/paretns-announce-boycott-newark-schools-over-school-reform-
plan.   
6 .ƻō .ǊŀǳƴΣ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ά.ƻȅŎƻǘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŜƭ ΨhƴŜ bŜǿŀǊƪΩ ǇƭŀƴΣέ .ƻō .ǊŀǳƴΩǎ [ŜŘƎŜǊΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нтΣ нлмпΣ 
https://www.bobbraunsledger.com/boycott-the-cruel-one-newark-plan/.  
7 Daryn Martin, an NPS boycott leader, and Kaleena Berryman, Executive Director of the Abbott Leadership 
LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ  aƻƴǘŎƭŀƛǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ²ŀǘŎƘΣ άa/!{Ωǎ Ψ[ƻŎŀƭΩ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΥ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΣέ mtcschoolswatch.wordpress.com, July 3, 2014, 
https://mtcschoolswatch.wordpress.com/2014/07/03/mcass-local-support-national-professional-activists-and-
union-organizers-from-around-the-country/.  

https://njspotlight.com/2011/11/11-1121-0248/
http://www.brookdalehsa.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/A-Town-Hall-Forum-for-Parents-March-27.pdf
http://www.brookdalehsa.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/A-Town-Hall-Forum-for-Parents-March-27.pdf
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/paretns-announce-boycott-newark-schools-over-school-reform-plan
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/paretns-announce-boycott-newark-schools-over-school-reform-plan
https://www.bobbraunsledger.com/boycott-the-cruel-one-newark-plan/
https://mtcschoolswatch.wordpress.com/2014/07/03/mcass-local-support-national-professional-activists-and-union-organizers-from-around-the-country/
https://mtcschoolswatch.wordpress.com/2014/07/03/mcass-local-support-national-professional-activists-and-union-organizers-from-around-the-country/
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served as Treasurer and Steering Committee member for the NJEA-supported Latino 
Action Network .8  Importantly, in 2017, Cornavaca ran the NJEAôs 
ñMembers4Murphyò campaign to organize its members to support Murphy for 
governor.  The NJEA was ñall-inò for Murphy, and Cornavacaôs role there no doubt 
catapulted her on to Murphyôs staff: a win for Murphy, a win for the NJEA and a win for 
Cornavaca.   
 
For Cornavaca, that makes a total of nine of the 47 organizations covered in this report 
(and another two education-related groups that were not included ).  Every one of these 
nine organizations is connected to the NJEA.  And thatôs only one, high-profile person.  
How many Deborah Cornavacas are out there surreptitiously organizing allies for the 
NJEA? 
 
 
The Network of Allies 
 
ñThe progressive infrastructure of this country, from think tanks to advocacy 
organizations é depends on the resources and engagement of workers and their 
unions éò   
 

Naomi Walker, assistant to AFSCME president Lee Saunders9 
 
And so it is in New Jersey.  The NJEA 10 and its fellow public sector union s ï the 
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) 11, Communications Workers of 
America (CWA),  Service Emplo yees International Union (SEIU)  and the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)  
ï are the life-blood of a vast and interconnected network of allies . These allies span the 
spectrum from think -tanks and litigation  experts, to political action and community 
organizing groups, to a multitude of coalitions for collective political action.  Some are 
funded by the NJEA and the unions, some are true political allies, and some simply have 
shared interests.  In total, from  2009 to 2016, the NJEA alone has spent over $33 
million 12 on the wide variety of non-profits 13 and political action groups 14 mentioned in 
this report, and in many  cases is a major source of funding for these groups.  When 
added to the funding provided by its fellow public sector unions, this massive amount of 

 
8 [ŀǘƛƴƻ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ tǊŜǎǎ wŜƭŜŀǎŜΣ ά[ŀǘƛƴƻ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ bŜǿ {ǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻ ¢ŀƪŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣέ [ŀǘƛƴƻ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿ WŜǊǎey, Facebook, December 22, 2015, 
https://www.facebook.com/notes/latino-coalition-of-new-jersey/latino-action-network-announces-election-
results-new-steering-committee-to-take-/976910579053008/.  
9 [ŀǊǊȅ {ŀƴŘΣ ά²ƛƭƭ Wŀƴǳǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ-to-ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƻǊΚέ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tƻƭƛŎȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ WǳƴŜ моΣ нлмтΣ 
https://californiapolicycenter.org/will-janus-open-right-work-door/.  
10 άbW9!έ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛǘǎ {ǳǇŜǊ t!/Σ DŀǊŘŜƴ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ 
11 ά!C¢έ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿŀǊƪ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ όb¢¦ύΣ ǘƘŜ bŜǿŀǊƪ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ !C¢Φ  
12 Includes some 2017 and 2018 data where available.  See Section II, footnote 85.  2009 to 2016 data from New 
WŜǊǎŜȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ Lw{ CƻǊƳ ффл άtŀǊŜƴǘέ ŦƛƭƛƴƎǎΦ     
13 Defined as organizations registered under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
14 Defined as organizations registered under Sections 501(c)(4) and 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.   

https://www.facebook.com/notes/latino-coalition-of-new-jersey/latino-action-network-announces-election-results-new-steering-committee-to-take-/976910579053008/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/latino-coalition-of-new-jersey/latino-action-network-announces-election-results-new-steering-committee-to-take-/976910579053008/
https://californiapolicycenter.org/will-janus-open-right-work-door/
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money is the animating force behind an unrivalled network of  progressive and public 
sector union-backed organizations that reaches every corner of the state.    
 
These organizations include a wide variety of civic and political action groups - some 
directly connected to the NJEA and its fellow unions , some indirectly - but the one 
characteristic they have in common is that they all assist the NJEA and the public sector 
union s in their unceasing efforts to shape New Jerseyôs political order.  Importantly, 
they help the unions form coalitions that give the unions more political reach and 
weight.  Ultimately,  not only do they ensure the continued domination of st ate politics 
by deep-pocketed special interests but they help to disguise it as well.   
 
Many of these efforts involve advocating for union -friendly legislation.  As Stanford 
professor Terry Moe describes it: ñIn the legislative process é [the teachers unions] 
enhance their own power ï and attract support for their education objectives ï by 
broadening their network of interest group allies and taking a lead role in the liberal 
policy coalition é In return, teachers unions can expect liberal allies to come to their aid 
in education.ò15 
 
Not only do these allies help in the legislative process, they help on the ground, 
providing for  the political organizing of much larger groups of people than simply the 
members of the unions, themselves.  This creates the appearance of a broad front of 
support when often it is narrower, special interests that are at stake.  This also provides 
armies of foot soldiers to support endorsed candidatesô campaigns and assist in get-out-
the-vote (GOTV) efforts.  Whether at rallies, demonstrations, protests or knocking on 
doors, the NJEA and its fellow unions can count on their network of allies to enla rge 
crowds, influence lawmakers and beef up election campaigns.   
 
 
The NJEAôs Role 
 
As the largest and most powerful of the public sector unions - and of New Jersey special 
interests in general - the NJEA sits at the center of this network of allies and is the 
primary  focus of this report.  
 
The NJEAôs network of allies is essential to its political organizing, which has become 
the main mission of the NJEA. 16  The NJEA uses its unmatched political organizing 
capabilities to build and enhance its network of allies, and then uses those allies to 
further its own political organizing.  Accordingly, t he NJEA is very deliberate about its 
use of allies and its coalition-building , and devotes a great deal of planning, effort and 
money to this network .   
 

 
15 ¢ŜǊǊȅ aƻŜΣ άSpecial InterestΣέ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/ΦΣ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ нлммΦ 
16 In 2013, the leadership of UniServ, the NJEA division dedicated to organizing and assisting local affiliates, moved 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bW9!Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
orientation.  Presently, the Executive Director is a career political organizer, and six of the other ten occupied 
positions in the Executive Office are filled by political organizersΦ  {ŜŜ {t/bWΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ άbW9!Υ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
aŀŎƘƛƴŜέ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƛŦǘΦ   
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With regard  to working with allies and coalition -building, t he Organizational 
Development arm of the Executive Office is given specific political organizing tasks, 
including: ñDevelops and enhances relationships with various organizations throughout 
New Jersey to advocate for membersô interests and form partnerships with groups that 
have common interests.  Such work includes uncompensated service of officers and 
Executive Office staff on boards of many organizations to articulate NJEA positions and 
build collaborative relationships.ò17  Likewise, the Communications Division has an 
associate director dedicated to ñorganizing and coalition building.ò18 
 
Working with allies not only enhances the NJEAôs political clout, it also help s the NJEA 
obscure its own role and influence to give the impression of a broader base of popular 
support than simply the NJEA acting in its  own self-interest .  Whether it is using an 
allied think -tank to provide favorable academic support for a policy, or litigation experts 
to bring lawsuits  to gain sought-after results, or trained political organizers to mobilize 
parents or communities  behind a favored cause, the NJEAôs money and influence 
spreads far and wide across the state.   
 
New Jersey citizens need to understand how this deliberately opaque system works.  
They need to understand that their property tax dollars are being used to fund and 
support a vast network of allies that bolsters the NJEAôs agenda.  They need to 
understand that when these allies pursue their own agendas, there is likely  the invisible 
but real hand of the NJEA at work, often coordinating their actions  with other allies .  So 
when Working Families Alliance launches a loud protest at a senate hearing and claims 
to be speaking for the people of New Jersey, New Jersey citizens need to understand 
that they are really speaking for their  NJEA patrons.   
 
The purpose of this report is to shine a light on who these groups are and how they are 
connected to each other and to the NJEA and its public sector union allies .   
 
 
About this report:  
 
This report is not a comprehensive survey of all the organizations that make up the 
network of progressive and public sector union allies.  There are many others that are 
not included due to li mitations on space.  The largest groups are included, as are others 
that are active in the various coalitions and those that represent a cross-section of the 
types of groups that exist.  Not every group presented has a direct connection to or is a 
full political ally of the NJEA, but all are at least indirectly connected and at the least 
share common interests.  The inclusion of such groups helps to provide a fuller sense of 
the scope and diversity of the network of allies.   
 
The network of allies is divided into four categories: non-profits, political action groups, 
alliances, and campaigns/coalitions.  Each of these categories is represented by a graph 
where the featured category serves as the anchor for connections to other groups in the 

 
17 Ibid.  
18 Dawn Hiltner. bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ άbW9! {ǘŀŦŦΣέ bW9! wŜǾƛŜǿ фоΣ ƴƻΦ р ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфύΥ сΦ   
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network of allies.  Each category is represented by a different color, as indicated by the 
legend at the top of each graph.  The lines between the groups represent connections 
that include funding, partnerships and collective actions, memberships or affiliations, 
and those by way of boards and officers.  Each graph is follow ed by a section that 
contains the supporting data and information for the depicted connections:    
  
Section I : 501(c)(3) Non -Profits .  Color: Orange.  The graph shows the connections 
of non-profits to other organizations in the network of allies.  The corresponding section 
lists the NJEA-funded organizations first followed by other non -profits listed 
alphabetically.  
 
Section I I : 501(c)(4) and 527 Political Action Groups .  Color: Blue.  The graph 
shows the connections of political action groups to other organizations in the network of 
allies. The corresponding section lists the NJEA-funded organizations first followed by 
other political action groups listed alphabetically.  
 
Section I II : Alliances .  Color: Green.  Alliances are defined as quasi-permanent 
membership organizations that exist beyond a specific campaign.  The graph shows the 
connections of the alliances to other organizations in the network of allies.  The 
corresponding section lists the NJEA-funded organizations first followed by other 
alliances listed alphabetically. 
 
Section I V: Campaigns / Coalitions .  Color: Purple.  These groupings are built 
around campaigns or efforts to advocate for a specific policy, or are ad hoc coalitions 
that form briefl y to effect a specific action. The graph shows the connections of the 
campaigns and coalitions to other organizations in the network of allies.   The 
corresponding section lists longer-lasting and more formal  campaigns first, followed by 
shorter-lived campaigns and then ad hoc coalitions.    
 
Sections I-IV also have a list of the NJEAôs donations to groups in that section as well as 
a brief description of each of the organizations within that section along with the 
shortened name that is used to identify that organization in the graphs.  There are also 
two Appendices, A and B, that provide the sourcing for the composition of the various 
alliances, campaigns and ad hoc coalitions discussed in this report.   
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THE NJEAôS SPIDER WEB: OVERARCHING THEMES  
 

 
1.  501(c)(3) Non -Profit Groups  - ORANGE  
 

 
 
The Many Roles of the 501(c)(3) Non-Profits   
 
Non-profits do not have to disclose their donors and provide tax-exemptions for their 
donations.  They are not permitted to engage in political action on behalf of a candidate 
or party.  But they can and do support political action in other ways by providing  
research, litigation, parent and community  organizing, and by joining coalitions that 
address issues of concern they share with the public sector unions and their allies .  
 
The NJEA has been very sophisticated in its support of non-profits, and they in turn 
have provided valuable support to the NJEA.   
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Academic Research .  Providing academic research support for NJEA policy positions 
is a key element of the NJEAôs political modus operandi, much like the Economic 
Policy Institute  (also a NJEA grantee) provides at the national level.  Official goals for 
the NJEAôs budget include ñResearch é for state policies that will sustainably increase 
state revenue [raise taxes] to adequately fund public education and public employee 
compensation, health benefits, and pension obligations.  In furtherance of these goals, 
support and coordinate with state policy researchers and advocacy organizations and 
coalitions, including New Jersey Policy Perspective  éò19   
 
Accordingly, the NJEA has provided generous funding for New Jersey Policy Perspective 
(NJPP), which in turn has provided the NJEA wi th a supposedly neutral, third -party 
source for research in support of its agenda.  NJPP has close ties to many of the groups 
in the network , including board affiliations with BlueWave NJ , Work Environment 
Council , and Alliance for Immigrant Justice  and a founding-member relationship 
with the Anti -Poverty Network .   NJPP participates in many of the coalitions and 
campaigns that the NJEA supports.  (See Section I).   
 
Litigation .  The Education Law Center  (ELC) has received an enormous amount of 
financial support from the NJEA ï over $3 million from 2009 to 2016.   Known for its 
success in the Abbott  line of New Jersey Supreme Court rulings that mandated 
increased state funding for poorer school districts, ELC has often provided a judicial 
avenue for the NJEAôs policy agenda.  As with its legal representation of the NJEAôs 
Latino and urban allies, ELC provides a ready resource for the NJEA or its allies to sue 
for judicial remedies either in place of or in augmentation o f the NJEAôs broader 
political efforts.  As might be expected, the NJEA has a prominent position on ELCôs 
board.  ELC also has been active in the various Newark Education Organizing  
campaigns as well as in several of the other NJEA-backed coalitions, especially those 
regarding school funding.  (See Section I ).   
 
Political Organizing .  The NJEA organizes allies around issues like charter schools, 
standardized testing and local control  of public schools.  Several of the NJEAôs parent-
organizing allies are non-profits, including Save Our Schools  New Jersey (SOS) , 
Statewide Education Organizing Committee (SEOC)  and The Latino 
Institute , all of which are discussed in Section I.  Although not directly funded by 
NJEA, the Abbott Lead ership Institute , which is affiliated with Rutgers -Newark, is 
a non-profit that trains political organizers to support traditional Newark public schools 
in collaboration with groups like Working Family Alliance  and Parents Unified 
for Local School Education  (PULSE) .  Abbott Leadership Institute also 
participates in several of the NJEA-backed coalitions.  (See Section I ).   
 
 
 
 

 
19 bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ άwŜports to the Delegate Assembly, Report of the Budget Committee to the 
5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣέ aŀȅ мфΣ нлмуΦ   IŀǊŘ ŎƻǇȅΦ   
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2.  501(c)(4) and 527 Political Action  Groups  - BLUE  
 

 
 
Super PACS 
 
These 527 and 501(c)(4) organizations are called ñSuperò political action committees 
(PACs) because they can spend unlimited amounts in support of a candidate - so long as 
they are independent expenditures (IE), which cannot be coordinated with the 
candidateôs campaign.  ñDark moneyò groups are registered under Section 501(c)(4) of 
the Internal Revenue Code.  They can spend unlimited amounts in IEs  (subject to 
certain qualifications) and are not required to disclose their donors, hence the phrase 
ñdark money.ò  Groups organized under Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code do 
have to disclose their donors, but oftentimes this is delayed until the various 
government agencies release their reports.   
 
Super PACs are an integral part of the NJEAôs political spending.  Indeed, they 
constitute the top eight political action recipients of the NJEAôs funds (See Section II ).  
This makes sense, as Super PACs permit the NJEA to spend unlimited amounts of 
money via IEs in support of its preferred candidates.  
  


